Business Language
Champions progress

At the RLN we have been
bowled over with the
popularity of the Business
Language Champions
project.

Three partnerships have
signed up since our last
report: Hayle Community
College and Paradise
Park , Monks Park School
(Bristol) and the South
West UK Brussels Office
and Torquay Boys’
Grammar School and
Centrax

Both businesses and
schools involved have been
very willing to take their
partnerships forward, and
we have some really
excellent, imaginative work
planned. These include:

. St Augustine’s
Students comparing
their own translations
to professionally
commissioned
translations of Avon
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Rubber’s company
documentation -
John Cabot students
interviewing HSBC
about their
international website
Steve Parrott,
Director of Personnel
at Flybe, giving
careers advice to
students at Sidmouth
Community College,
encouraging them to
continue with
languages to broaden
their future career
opportunities.

In addition to the
companies taking the time
to visit and talk to the
schools, and allowing the
students to visit their
premises to get an idea of
how languages are used in
the business, it is very
inspiring to see so many
good ideas for mini
projects and such effective
links being forged between
education and business.

To find out more about the
companies taking part and

the activities planned or
completed so far, visit
www.rln-southwest.com/
blc.

South West companies
hear export advice

Over 100 businesses from
the South West descended
on Leigh Court recently for
the first South West
International Trade Day
hosted by Business West.
Dr Jay Kettle-Williams,
export communications
consultant at UKTI spoke to
delegates about the
difficulties British
businesses will face when
trading across the Atlantic.

'‘Businesses planning to
export to new markets
should expect to have to
overcome culture barriers.
Although, | find, people
doing business with the US
can be lulled into a false
sense of security - they
think 'same language' and
too often assume that the
culture will also be the
same. Doing business in
North America is conducted
in a very different way’

Dr Peter Gold, of the
University of the West of
England, who heads the
Bristol hub of the Regional
Language Network South
West said:



