Business Language
Champions project ends
successfully

The Business Language
Champions pilot came to a
close at the end of June and
we celebrated by holding a
really successful Gala Dinner.
Attended by most of the
schools and businesses that
had taken part in the pilot, it
gave our audience the chance
to see and hear first hand all
of the good work that had
taken place over the year.

The project which sought to
bridge the gap between
language learning in schools
and the way language is used
in business, developed some
excellent mini projects and
learning opportunities for all
of the students involved in
the scheme.

Avon Rubber who were
partnered with Saint
Augustine’s School, both from
Wiltshire, came up with some
really innovative project
ideas. Students had the
opportunity to translate a
business letter into French,
Spanish and German then
compare their version to that
of the professional
translators. The students also
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got involved in a day of
activities involving working on
an authentic marketing
campaign advertising a
milking machine which the
company are currently
targeting at their European
customers. Students
designed logos, jingles and
some catchy slogans in the
target languages.
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Jayne Hunt from Avon Rubber

was so impressed with the

ideas she said, “| have passed

them on to my colleague in
the marketing department
and she has said that they
may be able to use a version
of the material in the future.”

Hayle Community School who

were partnered with Paradise
Park bird sanctuary in Hayle,
Cornwall turned all their
signage into Spanish for a
day. As well as being
submerged in the language
for the day, students also

worked on a CD Rom they are

developing for foreign visitors
to the park. John Topham,

Deputy Head teacher from the

school explains: “This first
tour is in Spanish and will be
recorded by the Year 10
pupils We are proposing to
work on the idea during the
autumn term and after

feedback from the prototype
to develop the final version
which will then be translated
into French and German as
well as Spanish.” The
students are also developing
quiz sheets which they hope
to make available to European
children visiting the centre, to
make their visit more
educational and interactive.

We have been delighted with
the number of partnerships
that wish to continue with the
work they have started, even
though the initial pilot period
has come to a close. Medium
and long term project plans
have already been discussed
by many businesses and
schools involved and we hope
to see even more positive
interaction in the next school
year.

Phil Spencer from HSBC said
that “The Business Language
Champions initiative is a great
concept because it gives
students the opportunity to
take languages beyond the
classroom and see how they
are relevant in the workplace.
HSBC really wanted to help
make students aware of how
businesses were trading
effectively overseas and to



